Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.085; data-to-parameter ratio = 7.4.
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ) . (Table 1) give a one-dimensional chain structure.
The ligand,(4,5-dicarboxy-1H-imidazol-2-yl)pyridine-1-oxide was prepared by the method reported in the literature (Sun Molecular conformation and atom-numbering scheme for the title compound, with displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

